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forty perſons, was a crime of ſo daring a nature, as to en 


narrative of the various ſteps, by which the diſcovery was made, and 
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WY 
44S 
oY 


of that induſtry, by which the ſame was brought to light, will be pe- 


culiarly ſatisfactory to the reader; who, from a careful peruſal of the 


4 | Whole matter, will find that no ſecurity in the nature of things, how 
Private ſoever, can be depended upon among ſuch wretched men, by 


whom the like perfidy, and breach of domeſtic truſt, may hereafter be 


1 committed; but that the moſt ſecret and beſt-concerted robberies wilt 


I, 


3 


always be brought to light, even from the ſlendereſt accounts, and 
moſt unexpected incidents, if the fame are purſued with the like acti- 


unravel the very artful and moſt wicked enterprize, carried on between: 


3 Weſkett, Bradley, and Cooper; and ſhew how juſtly they merit the puniſh 


| Ment 


8 the late audacious robbery perpetrated in Lord Harrin gton's 
duwelling-houſe, St. James's, in the midſt of a family of near 


the attention and converſation of all ranks of people in London, for 
ſeveral months; it is therefore preſumed, the following true and exact 


vity, perſeverance, and vigilance. The following narrative will fully 
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5 
ment the law has inflicted on them. May the exemplary puniſhment 
they have met with, be a means of deterring others from being guilty 
of ſuch heinous crimes, which ſeldom fail o. ſons cor 
cerned to an untimely end. 


LOS 


ringing the pe 


Amongſt various other things ſtolen in Lord Harrington's dwel- 43 
ling-houſe, the beginning of December, 1763, was a bank note of zol. 
of which his Lordſhip happened to have an exact deſcription, viz. as 


to number, date, name, Sc. and immediately ſent an account of the 
loſs, to the Bank of England, requeſting to have notice whenever it 
ſhould be paid in; and accordingly, about the ſixth day of September, 
his Lordſhip received notice from the Bank, that the aforeſaid note of 
30 J. was brought there, by a banker's clerk : upon this, application 
was made to Sir John Fielding, who directed Mr. Bevell, his Lord- 
ſhip's ſteward, to trace the ſaid note as far back, as he poſſibly could: 
Mr. Bevell, after much diligence, traced it through the hands of fix 
different bankers ; the laſt of whom declared, he had it of one Mr. 


Smitb, a merchant in Liverpool; and to prevent any alarm by correſ- 


pondence, Mr. Stubbs, an acquaintance of Sir John Fielding's, oblig- 


ingly conſented to go to Liverpool, and from thence reported, that 


Mr. Smith had received the ſaid 30 l. note of Mr. Beath, a linen- factor 
of Newry, in the North of Ireland ; and that Mr. Smith would write 


to him immediately, to know of whom he received it. On this re- 


port, Sir John Fielding himſelf wrote immediately to Mr. Beath, on 
the ſubject, defiring a minute deſcription of the perſon from whom he 


received the note. Mr. Smith's letter was firſt anſwered, in which Mr. 


Beath was very ſhort; acquainting him only that he received the 30 l. 
bank. note in queſtion, at Cheſter fair, of a perſon who called him- 
ſelf John Walker, linen-draper, of London; and referred him, for: far- 


ther particulars, to a letter he had wrote Sir John Fielding:by the faid 
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poſt. 


Much about this time, a gentleman picked up a woman of the 
town; in Conduit-ſtreet : in the courſe of their converſation at a tavern, 
he: diſcovered: that ſhe had been ſeduced, under pretence of marriage, 
by John Weſkett, whoſe name ſhe then went by, and who lived porter 
with Lord Harrington, at the time of the robbery : ſhe ſaid that her 
acquaintance with him did not commence till his being diſcharged from 
that place: ſhe likewiſe ſaid, he and his companions had ſpent a great 
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1ent deal of her money, and gave ſuch an account of his dreſs, manner of 
ilty ſiving, Sc. as induced the gentleman to bring her to Sir John Field- 


ing, where ſhe gave an account of Weſkett's acquaintance, who uſed 
to viſit them when they lived together, whoſe Names were John Baker, 
lohn Bradley, and John Dunbar: ſhe ſaid, his boſom friend was John 
Bradley; and that he had told her he had truſted him with things, that 
he would not truſt any man living with beſide : at the ſame time, the gave 
Zan account, that ſhe had very lately ſeen ſixty guineas in the poſſeſſion 
he of the ſaid Weſkett, and that they had been parted about a month; and 
It being aſked if Weſkett had any acquaintance whoſe name was Walker? 


Er, ſhe faid there were three of that name of his acquaintance; and that 
of he believed one of them had formerly been a linen-draper in Picca- 
= © dilly; this laſt circumſtance correſponding with Mr. Beath's letter to 
rd- 


Mr. Smith, and the gay and expenſive manner in which Weſketr lived 
d: and dreſſed, raiſed ſuch ſuſpicions of his being concerned in the rob- 
"a bery, that Sir John Fielding cauſed him to be immediately apprehend- 

r. 1 ed. | | __ | 3 ris = | 
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8 At this time, the abovementioned woman furniſhed Sir John Field- 
at ing with ſeveral letters, which ſhe had received from Weſkett's ac- 
Or quaintance while they lived together, as they might be of uſe in the ex- 
te amination; and particularly one in the hand-writing of Bradley. Six 


® Jobn Fielding examined Weſkett, and found the circumſtance. of the 
- ſixty guineas to be true; for which money he could account no other- 
ne vVviſe, but that he ſaved it in Lord Harrington's family, where he had 
2 lived little more than one year; and it likewiſe appeared, that beſides 
. the ſixty guineas, he had ſpent upwards of 30 1. in cloaths and main- 
tenance, beſides extra expences, ſince he left his Lordſhip; ſo that when 
25 $ he. left, his place, he muſt have poſſeſſed at leaſt go l. all ſaved in one 
= year; he being known to be worth nothing, when he came into Lord 


* # Harrington's ſervice, The three Walkers were then ſent for, who ap- 
peared to be innocent men, and no linen-draper amongſt them. At 
e this time, Weſkett's friend, Bradley, could not be found; and John 
2 Baker, and John Dunbar, were both in ſervice in the country; ſo that 
7 Weſketr for this time was diſcharged : ſoon after which, the following 
4 letter was received by Mr. Bevell, from Mr, Beath, of Ireland, viz. 
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1 Hh 
To Mr. IAuEs BeveLL, i 


E Newry, October 27, 1764. 

$5 kn, whos. ig 

T AM ſorry to find, that by your letter of the 1 2th inſtant, mine of 
the 22d ult, directed to you, at the Golden Faulcon, in Cheſter, 

has not come to hand; if you will put yourſelf to the trouble of writ- 


ing to the proprietor of the ſaid inn, 1 doubt not of his or her forward- 
ing it, ſince by poſt it cannot miſcarry or be loft. 


In it, I was as particular as poſſible, viz, That at the fair of Cheſter, _ 


in the Linen-Hall, I ſold unto a perſon, who called himſelf John 

Walker, of London, 12 pieces of yard-wide cloth, Ne. g. containing 

Two hundred and ninety-eight yards, at Wo iis. Lc 
per yard, amounting to — 122 

Which, with caſh then given, being a balance of — 7 11 6 


Was in full, and in lieu of the bank note of — F. 30 oo © 


given to me as payment, as above. The ſaid linens were ſtamped, with 
Edward Cary, Down. He was a low, thin-faced, pale man, ſomewhat 
pitted with the ſmall-pox, and ſlender; his eyes were ſore, or inflam- 
ed; had avaſt tumour in his hand, a bad clerk, and declared to me, 
he was very ill acquainted in that (the linen) buſineſs, therefore depend- 
ed on me, not to impoſe on him, a young beginner ; that his father 
had given him ſome little money to make trial; and hoped the ſaid 
goods would pleaſe him on his return home. I am not quite clear, 
whether they were packed in the hall, or ſent to the ſhop of a book- 
ſeller, in Cheſter; the name I cannot recollect; but am moſt inclined 


to believe, it was ſent to the latter. Tf I miſtake not, there was one 


John Lambert, of Leeds (an honeſt man) in the room, and in conver- 
ation with him : whether he wore his hair, or a wig, I cannot deter- 


mine; but it was fair, and tied into a long tail; he had on a narrow FF. 


gold-laced hat, and wore a light-coloured iron-grey ſuit of cloaths. 


This 


uk 


and received the note in a regular courſe of trade. 
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1 This is all the information in my power; yet the man I have de- 
ſcribed may, for what I know to the contrary, be an honeſt good man, 


Il wiſh it was in my power to be any way ſo happy as to be an in- 
ſtrument of detecting ſo flagrant a piece of villainy, on account of my 


Lord Harrington, as well as the public ſatisfaction. This is all can 
be recollected, by | 


17 2 


pong 


Your Humble Servant, 
_W1LtLiiam BEATE. 
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P. S. He was dreſſed like a gentleman, but appeared ſomewhat un- 


der that ſtandard in converſation. My character his Lord- 
ſhip may have either in London, Dublin, or Newry. 


On the receipt of this letter, Mr. Bevell ſet out for Cheſter, to find: 
out, if poſſible, where Walker lodged, and by what means or carriage 
the cloth he bought, was ſent to London, and how directed: and a 
letter was immediately wrote to Mr. Lambert, of Leeds, to enquire 
what acquaintance he had with the ſaid Walker, and who he really 
was. Mr, Bevell reported from Cheſter, that he had found out Wal- 
*ker's lodgings; and that he carried the linen away with him in a poſt- 
cChaiſe, towards London: that at his lodgings in Cheſter he heard the 
following ſtory, namely, That the poſt-chaiſe boy, who carried Walker 
from Cheſter to Whitchurch, brought a letter back to Walker's land- 
lord, whoſe name is Rippington, by trade a ſhoemaker, deſiring him 
to look behind a glaſs, in the room where the ſaid Walker lay, for an 
old pocket-book, which he had left; and deſired him to ſend it to 
7 ondon, directed to John Walker, to be left at the Bloſſoms-Inn, till 
Called for: but Rippington ſaid the pocket book could not be found; 

but that ſoon after, he received the following letter from London; which 
letter he took off the file, and gave it to Mr. Bevell, who tranſmitted 
zt to Sir John Fielding; together with a copy of the anſwer the ſaid 
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KReippington had ſent to it. Rippington alſo ſaid, that Walker, when 


at Cheſter, told him that he had very lately been. in France, and was. 
but jult returned to England. ; 


letter was re-ſealed, and returned to the coffee-houſe-keeper, with di- 


the following anſwer from Mr. Lambert, of Leeds. 
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To Mr. RIP PIN GTON. 


London, September 8, 1764. 


A Friend of mine, whoſe name is Walker, tells me that he left at 
| your houſe, a pocket- book, which belongs to a friend of his; : 
and was, for fear of being loſt, put behind a looking-glaſs, in his room, 
and ſent word back by the poſtillion, to ſend it directed, to be left till 
call'd for, by one of the coaches ; but not come to hand; and he now © {1 
being in Dublin, deſires you will ſend it immediately by the firlt ſtage, 5 ! 
and a letter for me by the poſt, where you ſend it to; direct for me, 
as below, | 1 
To Mr. Davis, at St. Clement*s Coffee-houſe, in the Strand, London. 9 | 
On the receipt of this artful letter, in which the writer is very cau- # 


tious of owning the pocket-book to be his property, as it may be ſup- » 
poſed his real name was in it; Sir John Fielding ſent for the maſter 7 
of St. Clement's coffee-houſe, who informed him that he had ſuch a 
letter then lying at his houſe, but that he did not know the perſon of 
Mr. Davis, to whom it was directed; however, he brought the letter, 
which, on its being opened, appeared to be, word for word, agreeable 
to the Anſwer which Rippington gave Mr. Bevell a copy of. This 


rections to ſtop any perſon, who ſhould come and claim it, which he 
Promiſed faithfully to do. By this time, Sir John Fielding received 
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Leeds, November 12, 1764. 
8 EE e 


I AM honour'd with yours of the 7th inſtant, wherein I obſerve the 

contents; in anſwer to which, Mr. Beath I remember very well, 
buying a quantity of goods of him laſt Midſummer, and that the young 
gentleman Mr. Beath deſcribed, as to his perſon and dreſs, tallies and 
agrees with the ſmall knowledge I had of him, which is, we dined 
and drank together ſeveral times at Cheſter ; and that he bought goods 
of the ſaid Mr, Beath whilſt I was by, to about the amount you men- 
” tioned: he told me he lived in King-ſtreet, with his father; and I 
really think, but cannot be poſitive, I heard one ſay his name was 
Walker ; however, to the more perfe& knowledge of that, I. refer you 
to Mr. Sharp, an eminent merchant, who lives near _ Hugdersfield, 
and deals conſiderably into Ireland, and is at Cheſter every fair. This 
gentleman. told me, his father went from his neighbourhood to ſettle 
in London; and as to this young gentleman, the ſuppoſed Mr. Wal- 
ker, from his behaviour, he ſeemed to me to. be very worthy and 
honeſt :. and upon a recollection, if I am not miſtaken, but I think it 
is ſo, that he told me he had a 1001. bank-bill, which he wanted to ex- 
2 change into ſmaller draughts, to pay for ſundry ſmall parcels. This is 
all the light I can give; and if I can be of further ſervice in the detect- 


ing of frauds, you may command, . 
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I Joun LAMBERT. 
As this letter e very fair to lead to an immediate and cer- 
tain diſcoyery of Walker ang s Kami, through the means 5 


it 


[.'w 1 


Mr. Sharp, Mr. William Marſden was diſpatched to his houſe in York- 
ſhire, and reported from thence, That Mr. Sharp recollected all the 
circumſtances mentioned in Mr. Lambert's letter; and farther reported, 
that the ſaid Walker gave him an account of his going to. ſchool in 
his neighbourhood, and mentioned the names of places and perſons fo 
very minutely, that he was very ſure he had gone to ſchool there, and muſt 
have ſome relations near the place; but that he did not know any of 
that name: Mr. Marſden further reported, That he went to the pariſh 
in which this ſchool was kept, and collecting together all the old in- 
habitants of the 3 (amongſt which was a very old uſher) from 
whom he 'enquired after the aforeſaid Walker, and found that three 
Walkers {brothers) went to ſchool there, about thirty years ago, who 
were ſons to a coachmaker in London, whoſe directions he there pro- 
cured , he Hkewiſe' got the names of many boys who had gone from 
London 1 about the ſame time, to ſee, GA deſcriptions 
of his perfon, if any diſcovery could be made; ſome of them were ſent 
for, and examined on that head. e ws won 5 


Mr. Beyell and Mr. Marſden returned to Lindon about the fame 
— and meeting at Sir N cottipared the different intel- 
igence they had received; from all Which, nothing appeared likely to 
tead to a diſtovtry : then Sir John Fielding defired that the hand-writ- 
ing of the letter taken off Rippington's file, at Cheſter, concerning 
the pocket-book, might be compared with the hand-writing of a 

| thofe letters abovementioned given to Sir John Fielding; by all which, 
it inſtantly appeared, clear to demonſtration, that the letter found at 
Cheſter, was the HAN D-WRITING of John Bradley, Weſkett's boſom 
friend, under fictitious names. Upon this, ſome of Bradley's friends 
were ſent for to Sir John Fielding, who ſeverally gave exact deſcrip- 
tions of his, perſon ; which, being compared with the deſcriptions in 
Beath's letters of the man, from whom he took the bank note, it an- 
ſwered in every circumſtance, with a minuteneſs beyond conception : 
and among theſe enquiries, Bradley's brother informed Mr. Bevell, 
that John Bradley went into the country, in the beginning of July laſt, 
which was the time of Cheſter fair. At length, Bradley's father was 
found to live in Clerkenwell, whoſe houſe Major Spinnage cauſed to 
be ſearched in his pteſebee; and, on his examinstion ef him, he von- 
Hrmed all thoſe vit emſtances mentigned by Mr. Shurp, ef his geing 
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0 ſchool in Yorkſhire, and that he had relations there; and Baker con- 
"&rmed his having been in France laſt ſummer: and as a farther proof of 
Sis circumſtance, ſome French ſnuff-boxes, and tavern-bills (in French) 
Jated laſt ſummer, were found in his box. From the hand-writing, the 
eſcription of the | perſon, an exact conformity of the ſtory Walker 
old himſelf of his going to ſchool, and going to France, no doubt 
ould poſſibly ariſe, but that this Walker was the very identical John 
Bradley, Weſkett's friend. | | gh 


To this- proof, one remarkable circumſtance may be added, viz. 
That beſides the 30 l. bank note, Lord Harrington loſt one of One 
Hundred Pounds, which he could nor deſcribe ; and it appears as well 
'$om Lambert's letter, as from ſeveral accounts Mr. Bevell had at 
Theſter, that this Walker had a 1001. bank note, which he took gear 
Hains at Cheſter to change into ſmall notes: he likewiſe changed his 
Þdgings in London, when Weſkett was taken up: and it does not ap- 
Pear, that any of his moſt intimate acquaintance knew where he lodg- 
Id, though he had been ſeen by ſeveral of them within a few days; 
Ind changing his name at Cheſter, ſhews clearly that he Knew from 
hence thoſe notes came. | 


On theſe very ſuſpicious. cixcumftances, a warrant was iſſued againſt 
John Bradley; for the more ſpeedy execution of which, Mr. Cooper, 
Mandler, in Little Turnſtile, his late Jandlord, was ſent for, who in- 
Sormed the Juſtice, that Bradley had left his houſe above ſix weeks; 
and that, though he had ſeen him a few days before, yet he declared 
het did not know where he went to from his houſe : nor did he carry 
any thing away with him. By this time, Cooper knew the charge a- 
gainſt Bradley; andjas there was no legal cauſe to detain Cooper, who 
Som his whole examination! , ſeemed to be ſtudious to confeal hi 

Wradley was the next day publicly advertiſed, hand-hills were diſperſed 
Nover the kingdom, perſons planted at all the alehouſes he uſed to 
Wequent, and every other method uſed to diſcover and apprehend him. 
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brought before the Juſtice z and this cheſt contained three packs of linen 
cloth, bought at Cheſter, and one of them exactly anſwered the deſcrip- 
tion in Beath's letter; together with the cloaths he wore when hel 
bought it; but nothing of Lord Harrington's was found in the cheſt.| 
This coachman in his examination ſaid, that he knew Bradley; that! 
the cheſt in his cuſtody, was brought in 'a coach about ſix weeks ago, 
from Cooper's houſe, in Turnſtile. n ee ee WT e 


Upon this, Cooper was again ſent for; and when he ſaw Bradſhaw, 
the coachman, he readily acknowledged what he had before obſtinate- 
ly denied, viz. That he knew of the faid cheſt going from his houſe, 
to Gerrard's Hall-Inn; and the concealing of this circumſtance: at his 
firſt examination, was the cauſe of Bradley's eſcape : for it afterwards; 
appeared, that he was at Gerrard's Hall-Inn the very next morning; 
and on a ſtrict examination of the ſaid coachman, it appeared, that a- 
bout the time Lord Harrington's houſe was robbed, he failed in buſi- 
neſs as a cheeſemonger, in Ratcliff- highway; ſince which time, he had 
got a houſe and ſhop in Turnſtile, well ſtocked; and that he had ſold 
fixty chaldrons of coals, ſince he had got into his new houſe. 


The Juſtice then deſired the names of the coal - merchants, grocers, 
Se. that he dealt with, to be taken down, in order that enquiry; 
might be made what money he had dealt for, and how he had paid! 
his rradefmen't and as he had wilfully ſecreted Bradley, after he knewF 
he was a felon, the Juſtice threatned to commit him to priſon as ary 
acceſſarys after rhe fact was made out: upon which Cooper opened him 
{If in the following declaration, viz. That he knew that John Weſke 
and John Bradley had committed the _— (meaning/the felony anc 
burglary committed in the dwelling-hoùſe of the Earl of Harrington) 
for that John Bradley told him, the very day preceding the night of th 
robbery, that he had a ſecret to tell him, which, if he divulged, he wou 
blow his brains out; and then on à ſolemn promiſe of ſecrecy, told hit 
that John Weſkett, then porter to Lord Harrington, had agreed to 14 
him in at night, and conceal him till the family were quiet, and de 
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fired the Tad Cooper to ſit up for hin“ 


That about three o'clock in the morning, the ſaid Bradley return 

ed to his houſe, and brought ſeveral gold ſnuff-boxes, a repeatin 
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watch, a filver candleſtick, a filver ink-ſtand, Sc. together with a large 
ſum of money in gold: that he ſaw Bradley count the money the 
next morning; and that he buried the gold boxes and watch, c. Sc. 
in a hole in his cellar, where they ſtill remained. 


Upon this diſcovery, a ſearch was made in the ſaid cellar, and the 
goods found buried there, in an artful manner, and being afterwards 
produced to his Lordſhip, were by him ſworn to; and Cooper was 
then committed as an acceſſary, for further examination. | 


Soon after this, viz. on Sunday the 2d of December, 1764, John 
Bradley was actually apprehended, at the ſign of the Crooked Billet, 
in Wapping, in a ſailor's habit, which finiſhed this work; and the 


next day came to be examined before Sir John Fielding; at which 


examination, divers perſons of diſtinction attended: and there hearing 
Cooper attempt to become evidence for the crown againſt him and 
Weſkett, and at the ſame time denying and concealing many princi- 
pal tranſactions, relative to that and other robberies he had been con- 
cerned in, Bradley at once, without being requeſted to do it, or 


without any promiſe of favour or affection, declared the whole truth, 


and deſcribed every minute circumſtance attending the robbery of his 
Lordſhip's houſe, as appears by his evidence on the trial, which may 
be ſeen at large, in the laſt Seſſion's-Paper; which declaration being 


ſo voluntary, excited the compaſſion, as well of the magiſtrate, as of 


thoſe concerned, who expreſſed their ſenſe of Weſkett and Cooper be- 
ing the greater villains, and the abſolute impoſſibility of Bradley's ef- 
fecting the robbery without Weſketr's aſſiſtance. 


For this time, the three priſoners were remanded back to the ſepa- 
rate gaols; and, upon their re-examination, Bradley was admitted 
the evidence, when he ſufficiently proved the robberies of the Earl of 
Harrington; the robbery of the chambers of Henry Montague, Eſq; 
in Lincoln's-Inn, five years ago; and alſo the robbery of the houſe of 
Mr. William Burton, in Hatton-garden, about the ſame time: in the two 
former of which robberies, Weſkett was the principal, and Cooper the 
acceſſary; and in the latter of which, Cooper himſelf was the principal. 


It alſo appeared, upon Bradley's information, that a mere accident 
prevented his being ſtopped by the maſter of St. Clement's coffee-houſe, 
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who ſhewed the utmoſt willingneſs to aſſiſt in diſcovering this ſcene of 
villainy, and ſtrictly complied with the magiftrate's directions; for 
Bradley declared, that having been under the neceſſity of changing his 
name frequently, he had forgot that he had deſired Rippington, of 
Cheſter, to direct for him there, by the name of Davis; that he had 
been ſeveral times to enquire for the letter by another name; and his 
perſon being unknown to the maſter'of the coffee-houſe, he paſſed un- 
o | | a 


Thus have I given the reader a true and faithful account of the moſt 
remarkable ſteps that were taken to detect the perſons concerned in 
this robbery; which, after diligent ſearch, and prying through many 
intricate labyrinths, at laſt terminated in the diſcovery of the offenders, 


whoſe crimes have now brought on them the puniſhment which the law 
ſo juſtly inflicted. of F200 IDE 
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